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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Keith Knight 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes, although principle 3 ‘Tackle the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on climate change’ is rather 
vague. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

We need to change the way business thinks to bring environmental and Climate Change 
considerations to the fore. Government can drive this both by ‘carrots’ (incentives, grants 
etc.) and by ‘sticks’ (tax changes). Government will have to act to restart the economy 
following the lockdown and this is a perfect opportunity to only fund incentives that deliver 
Climate Change and/or environmental benefits.  

Many businesses and sectors are stuck in their ways (‘Aye been’). This is true in particular of 
large parts of agriculture where huge benefits around Climate Change are available given 
sufficient incentives. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

To reduce carbon emissions funding should be provided to create employment and increase 
skills in energy efficiency in domestic homes and small businesses. Initiatives to support 
insulation of roofs, windows and walls would have great benefits. Similar schemes have been 
run in the past so should be easy to set up again. Extending this to the home generation of 
energy through solar, ground source heat and possibly wind power would also help reduce 
emissions and would prove popular. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

I assume the question above means ‘locking in carbon emissions’ as the term ‘locking in 
carbon’ generally is seen as a positive measure to prevent emissions of carbon to the 
atmosphere.  

Any funding for infrastructure related to air travel should be cancelled or put on hold as this 
sector contributes substantially to harmful emissions. Funding should be directed at a radical 
shift from fossil fuel based road transport to electric vehicles. 

Any further funding related to air travel or to roads without a rapid shift to low emissions 
vehicles will continue to lock in carbon emissions in the future.  

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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General response 

Peat in the ground stores massive quantities of carbon and its extraction and use releases 
this to the atmosphere. I was shocked that on a recent visit to a local Garden Centre to see 
that nearly all the composts being sold were >50% peat. The Scottish Government could 
legislate to ban peat in home composts or use tax to make it prohibitively expensive. There 
must be economic opportunities to use forest waste (of which there are huge volumes in 
Scotland, as well as other natural resources such as bracken and sheep’s wool) to make 
good peat free composts in Scotland which could create employment and general economic 
benefits. There is absolutely no need to domestic gardeners to use peat-based composts. 

 
 


